Boscastle Flood
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The Boscastle flood of 2004 occurred on Monday, 16 August 2004 in the two villages of Boscastle and Crackington Haven in Cornwall, England, United Kingdom. The villages suffered extensive damage after flash floods caused by an exceptional amount of rain that fell over the course of five hours that afternoon.
Causes of the flood
The rainfall on the afternoon of 16 August 2004 was very heavy. 200.4 mm (8 inches) of rain fell over the high ground just inland from the village. At the peak of the downpour, at about 15:40 GMT, 24 mm of rain (almost one inch) was recorded as falling in just 15 minutes at Lesnewth, 2.5 miles (4 km) up the valley from Boscastle. In Boscastle itself, 89 mm (3.5 inches) of rain was recorded in 60 minutes. By mid afternoon a massive 5 inches of rain had fallen in Boscastle alone. When the flow in the valley was met by the water funnelxed down from the moors through the steep valley the amount of water in such a small space at once caused the river to burst its banks washing cars in the local car park out to sea and cause an exceptional level of damage and chaos in the village.
[image: http://news.bbc.co.uk/nol/shared/spl/hi/pop_ups/05/uk_boscastle_then_and_now/img/1.jpg]The torrential rain led to a 2 m (7 ft) rise in river levels in one hour. A 3 m (10 ft) wave—believed to have been triggered by water pooling behind debris caught under a bridge, and then being suddenly released as the bridge collapsed—surged down the main road. Water speed was in excess of 4 m/s (10 mph), more than sufficient to cause structural damage. It is estimated that 20 million tonnes (440 million gallons) of water flowed through Boscastle alone that day. 
The Cleanup Operation
No-one was killed in the flood, but many major injuries were reported. Most of the tourist attractions and shops are in the oldest parts of the village, in the areas most affected by the flood at the bottom of the river valleys. The visitor centre was partly demolished, and the Museum of Witchcraft was also severely damaged. The ground floors of many buildings were covered with many inches of mud washed in by the flood waters. Following the rescues on 16 August 2004, emergency services cleared debris that had built up , and waters receded. Several buildings were demolished as a result of damage caused by the floods.
Work since the Flood      
As of May 2008 the damage to buildings has been repaired and the new visitor centre is open. Work still continues on the river banks. The damage done by the floods was estimated at £300 million in 2006. Around £10 million has been spent on new defence structures.
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